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     In March of 2009 Hurlburt Chapter #398 announced that for the second year running they 

were going to select a teacher to attend Educator Space Camp at the U.S. Space and Rocket 

Center in Huntsville, AL.  In April, I (Amy Davis) was informed that I would be the lucky re-

cipient of that scholarship.  I was ecstatic!  Not only had I been hearing of all the wonderful 

things that last years recipients had done and learned, I had also toured the Center the previ-

ous summer after my son attended the childrenõs program.  I couldnõt wait to experience for 

myself all that he had talked about! 

     My week long adventure started with check-in at the 

dorms and meeting some of my fellow adventurers.  Educators 

hailed from all over the U.S.  It didnõt take us long to get to 

know everyone really well when we all participated in òthe 

human knotó.  Our group holds the camp record of persever-

ing to work out the òknotó without taking any cheats.  After 

45 minutes we were told that we needed to think about using 

a òcheató to help ourselves out.  

     The week continued at a non-stop pace as we learned about thermal reflectors, observed 

objects through the atmosphere, built and launched water rockets, and then built and launched 

rockets with engines!  Unfortunately, the rocket eating trees were hungry that day and feasted 

on many of our rockets.  We learned about life as an astronaut 

and had the opportunity to design our own mission patch.  One of 

the highlights of the week were the two shuttle missions that we 

got to fly.  On the first mission I was the mission scientist in 

charge of solving or finding solutions for any of the anomalies that 

occurred on the space station.  It was truly a stressful job and one 

that was quickly putting me in panic mode. I eventually figured out 

all of the books and codes and was able to complete a safe mis-

sion.  On the second mission I was chosen to be one of the scien-

tists on the space station.  Definitely a job that I enjoyed!  The best part of the job was going 

out on a space walk and building a structure in space!  We even snuck in to say òHIó to the 

shuttle crew after we had successfully built our structure. (Continued on page 2) 
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     When I began thinking about this edition of the Newsletter, I was afraid it would be rather skimpy.  Now I find it is 10 

pages long and could probably go to 12.  I suppose we were busier than I thought.  Jim Connors, Max Friedauer, Ray Turczyn-

ski, and I just returned from the AFA National Convention in Washington, DC.   This yearõs convention was held at the new 

Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in National Harbor, MD, about 8 miles south of Reagan National Airport.   

The facilities were outstanding and offered greater room for the Exposition portion of the event.   Although I did not stay for 

the Symposium and Exposition portion, there were several other members there as exhibitors or attendees, including Tommy 

Hull, David Schantz, Wes Fields (escorting some Doolittle Raiders who spoke), and Randy Durham.   I am sure there were 

others I did not run into.   If you have extra $$$ burning a hole in your pocket next year, (or can find a good sponsor) you 

might want to attend as a delegate from Florida.  It is a good experience to interface with AFA members from around the 

world and see how the National Organization functions.   
     Two new National Directors at Large were chosen at the convention this week.  Mr. Larry Lawson, Lockheed Martin Ex-

ecutive VP and General Manager of the F-22 Program, and General (Ret) William Looney III, former commander of AETC, 

were elected from a slate of 5 outstanding individuals nominated for the At Large positions.  Mr. Wayne Kauffman of Califor-

nia was also elected as a National Director to represent the West Geographic Region.  Wayne is Raytheonõs Director of 

Corporate Business Development in the Greater Los Angeles area.  We look forward to their bringing new ideas, initiatives, 

and direction to the Board of Directors.  The Executive Board elections were also held and Mr. Joe Sutter, Chairman of the 

Board: Mr. Jim Lauducci, Vice Chairman for Field Operations; Mr. Sandy Schlitt, Vice Chairman for Aerospace Education; and 

Mr. Steve Lundgren, Treasurer were re-elected for their final terms.   Ms Joan Sell of Colorado was elected to her first term 

as Secretary of the AFA.  Congratulations to these new AFA leaders.   
    Chapter elections were held last month via e-mail and mail.   Approximately 25 ballots were received from our 850 mem-

bers (Not a good percentage!) and not surprisingly, all four nominees were elected.   So, I remain as your President and will 

serve a two year term.   The other elected officers, Tommy Hull (Vice President), Danny Webb (Treasurer), and Sue 

Nelson (Secretary) will serve one year terms.   This will be the last go around for most of us, so volunteers need to step 

forward if this Chapter is to continue itõs winning ways.   Speaking of stepping forward, I sent out two separate appeals for 

assistance this month.   One was seeking help getting the Hurlburt Chapter involved in Pensacola area events and was di-

rected toward folks living in the Western part of our area (Gulf Breeze to the Alabama Line)    Mike Swinehart  has stepped 

up and will serve as the Chapter Liaison to the AF units in Pensacola and the Military Affairs Committee of the Pensacola 

Chamber of Commerce.    Thanks, Mike!!     The other appeal was for help filling in our Chapter, specifically, the Membership 

VP and some assistant VP slots.   Havenõt heard back from that one yet, but I still have faith that our Outstanding Members 

will step forward to assist our Chapter in meeting its mission goals.   You donõt have to do it all, but you are all capable of 

doing something.  My heartfelt thanks to those who contribute their time and talents.  Without you, we could not do it.  
     Some of our hardest working members are our Teacher members.  Megan Tucker and her dedicated group of educators 

are hard at work on the upcoming Teacher Workshop.  These folks work all day in the schoolhouses teaching our children, 

spend time at night preparing lessons and grading papers, and then spend time planning the workshop to help improve the 

teaching skills and classroom lessons for other teachers.   Our teachers are some of the most dedicated and hardest working 

I have ever met.  They are the reason Hurlburt is recognized as having the Best Single Program in the State.  
    We have several events coming up and they are mentioned in this issue or on the events page.   Major events:  Awards Din-

ner, 29 Oct;  Unsung Heroes, (week of 19 Oct); Veteranõs Day Parade, 11 Nov; Teacher Workshop, 6 Feb. Come out and 

participate!       

 

Presidentõs Report 

     The highlight of the week was that it was the 40th anniversary of the Apollo 11 flight - the flight that took our first astro-

nauts to the moon!  On Monday, we had the opportunity to meet several astronauts.  We met Paul Calle who was the only 

illustrator to shadow the Apollo II crew as they prepared for their historic flight.  We even met two of the gentlemen that 

worked on the huge ring that contained the òbrainsó of the Saturn V.  Definitely a once in a lifetime experience! 

     Learning about Martian Math, building Mars rovers, learning about toys in space, flying in a F-15 (simulator), escaping 

from a sinking helicopter, walking on the moon, trying out the MAT (multi axis trainer), and parachuting down from a tower 

on a zip line.  It was a very full week that flew by faster than I ever thought it could.  The best part for me personally was the 

opportunity to step outside of my comfort zone and try things that I would have never considered doing on my own.  I re-

turned from Space Camp with a plethora of ideas for my classroom, an excitement to share all of my new information with 

my students and co-workers, a great network of others educators nation-wide, and the knowledge that I can do anything I 

set my mind to - even if I am scared out of my mind at the time.  I truly grew personally and as an educator!  I can never 

thank Hurlburt #398 enough for providing me with this extraordinary experience.  Thank you for helping me and my stu-

dents to reach for the stars! 

Amy Davis Attends Space Camp! (contõd) 



     Chapter President Dann Mattiza traveled to the Pensacola campus of the University of West Florida on Friday, 4 September, 

to present two $1000 scholarships to third year AFROTC students.   Cadet Joshua Baber and Cadet Juliette Albesa were the 

recipients of the awards, which were presented during the Leadership Lab for the cadet unit.   The UWF AFROTC unit is a part 

of Detachment 014, located at the University of South Alabama in Mobile.   Lt Col David P. LaValley is the Commander of the 

Detachment, and the UWF Commandant of Cadets is Capt Lillian Walton.   
     Cadets Baber and Albesa were chosen for the scholarships by the Detachment 014 staff based upon their leadership and 

scholarship.   Cadet Baber is the Administration Flight Commander 

for the Florida unit.  He is a Psychology major with over a 3.0 GPA.  

He is also active in the Civil Air Patrol and has earned the Earhart 

Award with that organization.  His father served in the US Army, 

his Uncle in the US Marine Corps, and his Grandfather in the Na-

tional Guard.   Cadet Baberõs goal is to become a F-22 fighter pilot.  
     Cadet Albesa is serving as the Communications Flight Com-

mander.   She is a Health Sciences major with concentration in the 

Medical Information Technology area.   She also has a GPA of over 

3.0.   She spent four years in Junior ROTC prior to coming to UWF 

and is active in the Big Brothers/Sisters organization.   She is also 

the Asian Sorority Interest Group Recruiting Chair for Females 

Achieving Cultural Exploration with Service (F.A.C.E.S.).  Cadet 

Albesaõs goal is to become a member of the USAF Medical Corps.  

     Congratulations to both Cadet Baber and Cadet Albesa.   In 

addition to the $1000 check presented to each Cadet, they also 

received a Hurlburt Chapter Coin and a one year membership in 

the Air Force Association.  
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UWF ROTC Receives AFA Scholarships  

 

 

 

Chapter 398 Garners National and State Awards for 2009  

NATIONAL AWARDS  

Unit Awards   

Exceptional Service Award ð Communications 

Aerospace Education Excellence Award ð Large Chapter 

 

Individual Awards 

Exceptional Service Award:  Jeri Martin 

Medal of Merit:  Rick Soria 

 

NOTE:   Florida also won the Best State Organization 

Award from National 

 

STATE AWARDS  

Unit Awards 

Best Large Chapter 

Exceptional Service Award ð Aerospace Education 

Exceptional Service Award ð Best Single Program 

Exceptional Service Award ð Community Relations    

  

Individual Awards 

Gen Lewis H. Bereton Award:   Mr.  Herb Mason 

Chapter Member of the Year:   John Jogerst 

 

Presidential Citations 

Mark Chapman Glenn Rutland 

Jeri Martin Dann Mattiza 

Cadets Joshua Barber and Juliette Albesa receive their Chapter 398 

$1000 scholarships from President Dann Mattiza 

STATE AWARDS   Cont.  

Special Citations 

John Fay 

Jim Connors 

Dave Loar 

Experimental Aircraft Association, Choctaw Chapter 108 

 

Sustained Service Citations 

Max Friedauer 

Sue Nelson 

Casey Oliver   

Rick Soria 

Gary Cornell 

Danny Webb 

 

Exceptional Service Citations 

Todd Bolger Matt Marier 

Stephani Butler Clay McCutchan 

Brian Clark Kim Moore 

David Davis Michael Moore 

John Easley Leo Murphy 

Fred Gross Ken Patterson 

Tommy Hull Megan Tucker 

John Jogerst 

 

Congratulations to both Chapter 398 and the above listed 

individuals for a job well done! 
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 Mr. Herb Mason, AFSOC Command Historian, was selected as the winner of the Florida Region Air Force Associationõs Gen 

Lewis H Brereton Award which is presented to the civilian Florida resident who has made the most outstanding contribution 

to airpower during the past year or multiyear period.   Mr. Masonõs enthusiastic and outstanding service to AFSOC as its 

Command Historian since 1991 was the justification for the award.  He received the award at the Florida State AFA Conven-

tion in Jacksonville, FL, on 11 Jul 09.  Making the presentation along with State President Tim Brock, was AF Major General 

Clay McCutchan, AFSOC/CCR, and a fellow AF Historian currently assigned to Eglin AFB.   The write up below is an excerpt 

from his nomination package.   
     òHerb Mason is the classic example of Air Force core valueséIntegrity firstñService before selfñ

Excellence in all we do.  But he also harkens to the earlier military core values of Duty, Honor, and Country.  

As the senior history expert for AFSOC, he has built the finest major command history program in the USAF 

by his bold, audacious, unconventional, and unorthodox commitment to quality and hard work. Senior USAF 

leadership assigned him to serve on the USAF Historian and Museum Career program Policy Council and he 

also served on the USAF History Program Reengineering effort as a member of the senior Executive Council.  

He was also selected by the AF Historian to head an annual panel to review, select, and recommend the best 

yearly Air Force Unit History Program.  
     He is the prototype history leader, manager, teacher and mentor.  Herb has grown generations of out-

standing USAF and AFSOC historians.  A people first person, his human relation skills are outstanding and he 

lavishes time, effort, and expertise on his employees and the troops in his care.   
     In building the AFSOC Command history program from scratch since 1991, he has established a concrete 

research and writing program for the annual classified history. For years he has built and managed a history 

program for the most operationally/combat active and most combat decorated major USAF command. He also 

established the best heritage briefing and educational program in the USAF.  He and his historians have traveled 

the world and United States to give quality briefings on USAF and AFSOC heritage.  He has worked closely 

with the USAF Special Operations School and sponsored academic history symposiums on wide ranging sub-

jects.  This has included symposiums on AFSOC Medal of Honor recipients,   Operation JUST CAUSE, Opera-

tion DESERT STORM, and the USAF side firing Gunship program.  He has lavished time and effort in creating 

an AFSOC display at the USAF Armament Museum at Eglin AFB, FL, and also providing history support for the 

local Hurlburt Field Air Park.   One of his greatest achievements has been to organize and support local and 

national writers in production of outstanding articles and books regarding AFSOC history.  Over a dozen world 

class studies and books have resulted from his efforts and several new ones are currently in progress.  He has 

also led audio visual presentations of AFSOC historians on the History Channel and Discovery Channel. ò 

 

   It was a great honor for our Chapter to 

nominate Herb for this award, and even 

more of an honor to see him receive it.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFSOC Historian Wins Brereton Award!  

Mr. Herb Mason receives his award from AFA Florida President Tim Brock and 

Maj Gen Clay McCutchan, AFSOC/CCR 


